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For more information, contact Tricia Baumgard in Mankato Area Public Schools’ transportation office at 507-387-5949 or 
tbaumg1@isd77.org.  

   

  

    

Volunteer Barb Lindholm and sidekick Nikko make a difference to readers  
By Shelly Miller  

   

As a volunteer at Roosevelt Elementary School for 16 years, 
Barb Lindholm says there is no place she would rather 
be. For her first eight years, she served as a weekly 
classroom volunteer in Jeanne Fitterer’s first grade class. For 
the past eight years, Lindholm has spent additional time 
with her canine reading buddy Nikko, who is a certified 
therapy dog, helping students develop confidence and 
reading skills in a unique and engaging way.   
 
“Nikko and I bring a fun aspect to reading through the 
Canine Reading Buddy program that makes kids feel 
special,” said Lindholm. “I see them come out of their shell 
while they read to us.” 
 
Lindholm says volunteering is rewarding and helps keep her 
young and broad-minded. For a retired nurse who once 
considered teaching, the opportunity was a great fit.  
 
“I spent my professional life working with the elderly so 
after retirement I knew I’d like to work with the young,” she 
said. Lindholm was one recipient of the Outstanding 
Volunteer Award this year in the schools. If you are 
interested in volunteering, call 507-387-5501 or email 
volunteer@isd77.org.  

 

Barb Lindholm and canine reading buddy Nikko read with 
Roosevelt student Wyatt Hornemann. 

 
 

 

  

    

Health services helps start the year off right 
   

Immunizations 
For the health and safety of all children in the schools, immunizations must be current to begin the school year. Children 
who cannot be immunized for medical reasons or whose parents are opposed to immunizations need to provide proof of 
legal exemption. The following immunizations are required to begin the school year.  

   

Preschool  
 *1 Varicella (chicken pox) or 

documentation of disease 
 *1 Measles, mumps, rubella 

(MMR) 
 4 Diptheria, tetanus and acellular 

pertussis (DTaP) 
 3 Polio 

Kindergarten 
 *2 Varicella (chicken pox) or 

documentation of disease 
 *2 MMR 
 **5 DTaP 
 4 Polio 
 3 Hepatitis B 

 

Seventh grade 
 *2 Varicella (chicken pox) or 

documentation of disease 
 *2 MMR 
 3DTaP 
 1Tdap booster after age 11 
 4 Polio 
 3 Hepatitis B 
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 3 Hepatitis B 
 1 Haemophilus B (Hib) 
 2 Hepatitis A 

 

 1 Meningococcal 
 

  

*Minimum age: on or after first birthday. **Final dose: on or before age four. 
   

Health census form 
Please complete an annual health census form indicating any life-threatening allergies or chronic health conditions, or if 
your child has a shunt or implant device. 
 
Consent for administration of medication during the school day 
A medication consent form called “Consent Form for Administration of Medication During the School Day,” must be 
completed and on file with Mankato Area Public Schools’ Health Services before a student takes medications or uses an 
inhaler, insulin or EpiPen at school. Medication consent forms are provided by health services, area medical clinics or online 
at isd77.org. A parent/guardian must provide and bring all medications in their original containers to the school.  
 
Children should stay home if they have a fever of 100 degrees or more. They should remain at home until they are fever-
free without the use of medications for 24 hours. If a child is vomiting or has diarrhea, he or she should remain at home 24 
hours after the last episode. If a child has a rash or skin condition of unknown cause, it is important to check with a health 
care provider before sending him or her to school. If a child is ill, please call the school each day the child is absent. 
 
For more information contact Mankato Area Public Schools’ Health Services: East High School at 507-207-3730, or West 
High School at 507-387-3488. Information is available at isd77.org.  

   

  

    

Education for all 
Mankato Area Public Schools’ staff and faculty are 
committed to helping everyone succeed. Discrimination is 
prohibited in policies and practices regarding district 
personnel and students under section 504 of the 1973 
Rehabilitation Act. Discrimination against anyone with a 
disability* will not knowingly be permitted in any school 
programs or practices. 
 
Staff and faculty work to effectively communicate with 
those who have disabilities to ensure they are given 
educational opportunities they have the right to receive. 
Staff and faculty will help eligible students by identifying, 
evaluating and providing access to needed educational 
services. 
 
Parents/guardians who disagree with the district’s staff 
determination have a right to a hearing with an impartial 
hearing officer. The Family Educational Rights and Privacy 
Act provides parents/guardians rights related to 
educational records by allowing them to: 
 

1. Inspect and review their child’s educational records. 
2. Make copies of these records. 
3. Receive a list of all individuals sharing access to 

these records. 

Right to know 

Parent(s)/guardian(s) of a student who attends Mankato 
Area Public Schools have a right to know about the 
professional qualifications of the teachers who instruct 
their child(ren). The Every Student Succeeds Act provides 
the right to ask for the following information about each 
child’s classroom teachers: 
 

 Whether the State of Minnesota has licensed or 
qualified the teacher for the grades and subjects he 
or she teaches. 

 Whether the teacher is teaching under an 
emergency permit or other provisional status by 
which state licensing criteria have been waived. 

 The teacher’s college major; whether the teacher 
has any advanced degrees and, if so, the subject of 
the degrees. 

 Whether any instructional aide or similar 
paraprofessionals provide services to your child 
and, if they do, their qualifications. 

 
To receive any of the above information, contact Eric 
Hudspith, director of human resources, at 507-387-3017. 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 16)
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